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obstinacy: but as I was perfectly acquainted with
his temper, I cannot but think it was his judgment,
when he thought he was in the right, to adhere to
it as a duty, though against his interest.
2. Too much compliance when he was com-
plying.
No man but himself would have denied, what at
sometimes he denied, and have granted what at
other times he granted; and this uncertainty of
council proceeded from two things:—
 1.	The heat of the clergy, to whom he was ex-
ceedingly devoted, and for whom indeed he ruined
himself.
 2.	The wisdom of his nobility.
Thus, when the counsel of his priests prevailed,
all was fire and fiiry; the Scots were rebels, and
must be subdued, and the parliament's demands were
to be rejected as exorbitant. But whenever the
king's judgment was led by the grave and steady
advice of his nobility and counsellors, he was always
inclined by them to temperate his measures between
the two extremes; and had he gone on in such a
temper, he had never met with the misfortunes
which afterwards attended him, or had so many
thousands of his friends lost their lives and fortunes
in his service.
I am sure, we that knew what it was to fight for
him, and that loved him better than any of the clergy
could pretend to, have had many a consultation how
to bring over our master from so espousing their
interest, as to ruin himself for it; but it was in
vain.
I took this interval, when I sat still and only
looked on, to make these remarks, because I remem-
ber the best friends the king had were at this time
of that opinion, that it was an unaccountable piece
of indiscretion, to commence a quarrel with the

